
Copyright – Ministry to Youth  1 

 

 

DWELL – Lesson 1 

Writer: Tiffany Hollums 

Project Supervisor: Nick Diliberto 

Artwork: Designs Mattslid 

Editor: Becky Forkel 

Powerpoint Slides: Becky Forkel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Copyright – Ministry to Youth  2 

 

DWELL 

Week 1: Dwell 

Bible: Colossian 3:16-17 NIV 

Bottom Line: When we look at this prayer from Colossians 3:16-17, we can see that 
Christs’ Word dwells in us…because CHRIST dwells in us. 

 
SUPPLIES 

• Posterboard or large sheets of paper - enough for groups of 5-7, one for each 
student 

• Sharpies 

• Keys of different sizes and shapes that can be given to each youth 
 
 
LEADER NOTES 
   
It is no small thing to think about the Word of Christ “DWELLING” in us.   
 
Ask yourself these questions:   
 
Do I really live as if the Word of Christ lives in me? 
 
What does that look like?  Or what should it look like?  
 
As leaders we need to remember: The Word of Christ dwelling in you is not by your own 
strength, reading scripture 24/7, or a place that we come to through a lot of guilt.   
 
When we look at this prayer from Colossians 3:16-17, we can see that Christs’ Word 
dwells in us…because CHRIST dwells in us.   
 
It is HIS word, not ours.   
 
Some days we let Jesus be the landlord, but other days we try to fill that role - that is the 
human condition.   
 
But, hopefully through this series, you and the youth you serve will be able to find some 
real joy in the words of this scripture in Colossians. 
 
This whole ‘Word of Christ’ dwelling thing is meant to cause us to sing, thank God, and 
radically affect all that we do.   
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Special Note:  The video “ReMoved” which is about the reality of Foster care for a 
young child inspired much of this lesson and you can watch it here. But, be prepared, 
watching it might feel like a gut punch, but is so true of many childrens’ and teens 
realities:  
 
https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-
instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=removed+video 
 
If you have an older group, this might be appropriate to show, but with caution 
remembering that you might have a youth sitting in the room who has lived this story, 
and this could be trauma inducing for them.   
 
We share this with you, though for a few reasons:  
 

1. The thought that children live this way is a sad reality, and you might have 
those sitting in your churches and definitely in the schools who are living 
this reality.   
 
We as the Church MUST do something, and there seems to be no better 
time than when we talk about LIVING in Christ and Him dwelling in us than 
to remember that there are those who are so dear to him who do not have a 
safe place to live.   
 

2. The raw emotions that this video remind us, in a beautiful way, the thought 
that in Christ, we are home.   

 
How powerful do the words of Colossians sound in the ears of one who 
has no home?    
 
To someone who feels lonely, unwanted, and worthless?   
 
To know that Christ dwells in you is a life changer and should be to all of 
us.   
 
We must never take that amazing fact be lost on us!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=removed+video
https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=removed+video
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OPENING GAME: Home Improvement 
 
How to play the game 
 
This game is a simple game of observation or trickery because the point is to change 
something in this room without the rest of the group being able to guess what you 
changed.   
 
To be fair, this change needs to be a biggie, not something like moving a tiny piece of 
lint across the floor!   
 
Also, remember that no items or people can be destroyed in this game! 
 
Divide the group into groups of 3 to 5 youth and explain that each group will have a 
chance to either create something or change something in the room to make a big 
change. They will only have a few minutes to make this happen IN THE ROOM, but 
each group will have 10 minutes (or less if you think the groups might begin tearing 
down the room) to dream and think about how they will change the room.   
 
Give the groups 10 minutes to discuss and create things if they wish, then, give each 
team 3 minutes in the room to make their change.   
 
The other groups will then come in to see if they can guess the change.   
 
Give each group a chance to try to improve the youth room!   
 
Give a goofy prize or trophy to the winners of the Home Improvement game!   
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TEACH 
 
Dwell.  
 
What words come to your mind when I say the word “Dwell”.   
 
Give students a chance to share their thoughts.   
 
Share a personal story answering “When I hear the word ‘Dwell’ I think about……” and 
share about a place that you grew up when you were little and some quirky things you 
remember or even about other places that you lived.   
 
We are going to be talking about “Dwelling” in the next couple of weeks, especially as 
we prepare to go back to school, which to be really honest is where you all will be 
spending the largest amount of your time over the next few months, right?   
 
We all live somewhere.   
 
For example, if I ask you what city you live in, you’d say: _____________ (give them a 
chance to answer) 
 
Or what city were you born in? 
 
What state are we in right at this moment?  
 
Country?  
 
And then think about this question - what makes a place that you live….HOME?   
 
(For some youth, this line of questioning might open some wounds, so be sensitive.  
Some of them might not feel at home in their ‘home’, which is actually part of what this 
series will be addressing.) 
 
Home is the place that you feel _____________ (use some of the words that they 
shared about Home, and add your own).   
 
And you DWELL in your home.   
 
Think right now about your room.   
 
Yes, I can tell by the looks on some of your faces that your room might be a place 
where living creatures are finding refuge or the dust bunnies of a thousand years are 
hiding out, but close your eyes and picture your rooms.   
 
What do you see in your room?  
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How would I know that it is YOUR room?   
 
Read Colossians 3:16-17 from the NIV, New International Version due to the specific 
wording chosen. Next week we will use another translation.   
 
Share this writing or another you might find which delves into the concept of not having 
a home or ‘your room’ which segues into the fact that Christ wants to make his home in 
us.  
 
Home and the thought of dwelling has taken on a new meaning for me after 
working with children in foster care.   
 
Many of these kids and teenagers simply didn’t have anywhere to live.   
 
 
The thought of having a home, much less a room that was their own, was like a 
dream to them.   

 
One teenage guy came in wearing only a white ratty tank top with gym shorts.   

 
Those and his shoes were his only possessions.   
 
I worked with a little 5 year old girl who had lived in 18 homes over the past 6 
months.   

 
One foster parent after another redropped her off saying at my office with all of 
her things in black trash bags.   

 
I remember one day that I was sorting through her things:  all torn and dirty.   

 
I was going to take her things to a new family, a new home and was just praying 
that maybe this home would be the place that she found a home.   

 
Where she would feel safe.  

 
Loved.   

 
Where she could dwell and THRIVE.   

 
Be happy and laugh and feel safe.   

 
Imagine what it would mean to someone who has lived, no survived, like this with 
no home to hear that Jesus wants to live in them?   

 
That Jesus wants to ‘make his home’ with them and dwell IN them.   
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That the very God of this universe and the savior of the world wants to live IN 
them?  

 
Just chew on that for a minute…. 
 
 
It might seem like a leap to talk about Christ dwelling in us when the Scripture talked 
about the ‘word of Christ’ dwelling in us, but basically, for Christ’s word to dwell in us, 
CHRIST must dwell in us, right?   
 
And we miss something really incredible if we miss the fact that Jesus wants to live and 
DWELL in us.   
 
But let’s be honest, some of us sitting here find it crazy to think that Jesus would want to 
live in us.  DWELL in us.  Make himself at home and cozy with us.   
 
Maybe you think that you are too young, too immature, too self-absorbed (as your 
parents might call you), or too….you fill in the blank.   
 
How many of us sitting here, myself included really live our lives as Christians with the 
thought in our minds and actions that Christ lives in us?    
 
That Jesus fills us up to fill?   
 
I’m going to divide you up into groups of 3-5 youth each and I want you to design a 
simple t-shirt trying to explain this mystery: that Christ lives in us.   
 
Scriptures are FULL of reminders that Christ lives in us.   
 
That he DWELLS in us.   
 
But how many honestly ‘get’ what this means?   
 
I want each group to try to show either in pictures, emojis, or words what it means to 
them for Jesus to “Dwell in you”.   
 
Write the words “Dwell in you” on the board or on the screen as you say them for added 
emphasis.   
 
Give the groups 10 minutes to create their t-shirts and then to share with the group.   
 
If you have the capability (and the budget), make t-shirts with the best of the t-shirts for 
the group to be able to wear over the next few weeks.   
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After each group has shared their t-shirts, Close with:  
 
My prayer for you over the next few weeks is that as you prepare for school…you also 
prepare yourself for a new roommate.   
 
Some of you have been living with him for a while now and that is awesome.   
 
But you need to clear out some closets or give him more room.  
 
Some of you might have no idea what I’m talking about right now.   
 
Let me say it this way: Jesus wants to live in you.   
 
Simple as that.   
 
It’s a mystery, but for each of you, I have a key.   
 
For some, this is just a reminder that Jesus is with you….in you.   
 
For others, this might be the first time that you’ve really invited him into your life and 
given him a key.   
 
Know this: Jesus is a really amazing roommate in your life.   
 
Yeah, he might rock your life a little bit, but the biggest thing that you will get from him is 
love.  Pure and simple. 
 
Jesus loves you and wants to live in and through each of you.   
 
Just as you are at this very moment.   
 
Take that home with you.   
 
End with a closing worship song and invite the youth to come forward and get a key to 
remind them of this time.   
 
Close in prayer.   
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Small Group Discussion Questions 

1. What does the key represent to you from today’s lesson?  
2. Have you ever met someone who you knew that Jesus lived in them?  How could 

you tell?   
3. What does it mean to you that Jesus wants to dwell in you?  
4. What would that really look like for you?  

 

Close in prayer.  

 


